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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
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Welcome to the Dawn of Easter Morn 

The church gathers in the darkness of the dawn of Easter. Into this darkness 
bursts the eternal light of God's love as revealed to us through the 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
PRELUDE                    Thine is the Glory                          G. F. Handel/Stephen Walters 
                                  Virtual Brass Quartet 
WELCOME AND INVOCATION 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer; 
our light and our salvation.  Amen. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
  Silence for reflection 
P: We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 

tears to joy. 
 We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our 

thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.  Breathe 
your peace on your Church when we hide in fear.  Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life.  Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower 
us with life. 
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 To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

GATHERING HYMN                             Jesus Christ is Risen Today  ELW 365 

 
 

INVOCATION 
P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!                            
C:  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
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HYMN OF PRAISE                      `            ACS Setting 12, verse 1 
 

 
                      
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life. 

Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people 
toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.       
       ~ Please share a sign of peace with those around you 
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FIRST READING                     Acts 10:34-43 
     The first lesson is a reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 10th chapter… 
     Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 
the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
        The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                               1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
     The second lesson is recorded in Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians, the 15th chapter… 
 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since death came 
through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in 
Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he 
has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God.  
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
THE GOSPEL                  Mark 16:1-8 
        The holy Gospel, according to Mark, the 16th chapter… Glory to you, O Lord. 
 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 
so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body].  And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had 
risen, they went to the tomb.  They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 
the entrance to the tomb?”  When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back.  As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the 
right side; and they were alarmed.  But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.  But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.”  So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
            Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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EASTER MESSAGE   
 
HYMN                                               Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded       ACS 933 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 

hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
  A brief silence. 
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A: Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of your love that 
is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway.  

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it to blossom 

and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what you have made.  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. Draw 

together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new beginnings.  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or confused, 

those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve, especially those of our 
congregation with special needs…  and those we now name before you…  Grant them strength, peace and 
hope.  

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your beloved in 

baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our community.  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join with all who 

have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!”  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY  ANTHEM                      Alleluia! Christ is Risen!                   Mark Hayes                 
                                           Virtual Senior Choir 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray…  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
 Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 

sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   ~Spoken 
P:  The Lord be with you.                            
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts.                                 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is our duty and delight…  and join their unending hymn. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you our thanks and praise, for you are our 
 God, and we are the creatures of your hand. Your eternal love and endless grace have 
 broken into the darkness of our sinful world and broken lives. Even when we are  
 unfaithful to you; your love remains steadfast.  And so we join with all the voices of heaven singing:  
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HOLY HOLY HOLY           ACS Setting 12 
 
 

 
 
 Blessed is your own beloved son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, whom you sent to save us.  He came with 

compassion in his heart; wisdom and truth in his words; and healing in his touch; So great was his love that 
his very life was wounded and broken for our sin. His life was filled with humility and mercy and peace; yet 
the world met him with suspicion, violence and even death on a cross. By your divine power, he broke free 
from the darkness of death; and at his command the very gates of hell were opened. He who was once 
overcome by death now lives. 

        We give you thanks and praise that our Lord Jesus, on the night before he died,      
     took bread, and after giving thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,   

          saying:  Take this and eat.  This is my body, given for you.   
C: Do this in remembrance of me. 
     In the same way he took the cup, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the    
 forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it,  

C: Do this in remembrance of me. 
   Therefore, remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this wine from among 

the gifts of creation that you have given us, and we celebrate with joy the salvation you won for us in Jesus 
Christ.   

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, that we who receive the 
Lord’s body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints 
in light. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER      
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  Come, eat and be satisfied.   Amen. 

BE KNOWN TO US, LORD JESUS         ACS Setting 12 

 

 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine. Know that if you 
only take the bread that you have fully communed. If you are receiving communion alone, we extend to 
you: The body of Christ given for you. And the blood of Christ shed for you. If you are taking communion with 
others, give the bread to the person sitting next to you and say, “The body of Christ given for you.” Then, 
giving the wine/grape juice say, “And the blood of Christ shed for you.”  
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen.  
 
 

THE PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



9 
 

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of 

life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                   Alleluia! Jesus is Risen                             ELW 377 
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DISMISSAL 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news.  
C: Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE          Victory (The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done)            Michael Helman 
    

     ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩      ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩      ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩     ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩     ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 
 

 
Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 

 
Pastor: Rev. Scott E. Zimmerer, cell 214-918-4444                        szmmrr@gmail.com 
Pastor: Rev. Emily Ebert, cell 614-266-3300                               pastoremily@stmatthewsva.org 
Music/Choir Director: Kathy Lundgren                                klundgren@stmatthewsva.org 
Organist: Melvin Goodwyn                                          mmgoodwyn@gmail.com 
Administrator: Nancy Zimmerman                  stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org 
Communications Coordinator: Annie Larson                 communications@stmatthewsva.org 
Music Video Editors: Joyce Forbes & Joe DeCesare 

Guest Vocalists: Doug Baumgardt, Joyce Forbes, Linda Mazzucchi, Chris Moessner 

Brass Quartet:   Connor Haupt, Trumpet       Riley Baisch, Trumpet 
  Philip Krzywicki, Horn    James Layfield, Trombone 
  Gaye DeCesare, Timpani 
 
 

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 
20449989 Size B. All rights reserved. 
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