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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Today Is February 23, 2025 

+  +  + 
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
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GATHERING 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE     Love One Another        arr. Lynn Trapp            arr. Howard Helvey       

The assembly stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  Let us 
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our 
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

kneel or sit 
 

P: Most merciful God. 
C:  Have mercy on us.  We confess to you that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved one 
another in deed and in truth.  In your compassion forgive our sin and so 
uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ our light and our truth.  Amen. 
 
P:  With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, 
forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN All Creatures, Worship God Most High!  page 15 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C:  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE –  
   
P: In Peace, in peace, 

 

              

                 
 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all… (to 
Refrain) 
 
P: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 
Word… (to Refrain) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                              Now the Feast 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is 
hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, 
hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love 
in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD  
 

FIRST READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
 

 

L: A reading from Genesis. 
 

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He 
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and 
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent 
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go 
up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of 
all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as 
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since 
there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all 

that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” And he kissed all his brothers and wept 
upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
 

 Psalm Tone    
 
 
  

Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
  and like the green grass | fade away. 
Put your trust in the Lord | and do good; 
  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
Take delight | in the Lord, 
  who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  
Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust | in the Lord, 
  and see what | God will do. 
The Lord will make your vindication as clear | as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
Be still before the Lord and wait | patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | 
evil schemes. 
Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil.  
For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the Lord shall pos- | sess the land. 
In a little while the wicked shall | be no more; 
  even if you search out their place, they will | not be there. 
But the lowly shall pos- | sess the land; 
  they will delight in abun- | dance of peace. 
But the deliverance of the righteous comes from | you, O Lord; 
  you are their stronghold in | time of trouble. 
You, O Lord, will help them and | rescue them; 
  you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you | 
they seek refuge.  
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SECOND READING                                                                                                       1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
 

 

L: A reading from First Corinthians. 
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you 
sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of 
some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed 
its own body. 
  So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised 

is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, 
became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the 
spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from 
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so 
are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of 
heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the 
image of the man of heaven. 
  What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.    
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 6:27-38 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.    
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes 
you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do 

not withhold even your shirt.  Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone 
takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have 
them do to you. 
  “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that 
to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 
again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
  “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; 
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   
C: Praise to you, O Christ.   
The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                        
  

  SERMON         Pastor Stephen Bohannon    
 
The assembly stands.  

HYMN OF THE DAY  Oh, Praise the Gracious Power page 16 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
  

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.   
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The pastor invites the assembly into prayer. 
 

P: With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 
L:  God of grace;  C:  hear our prayer. 

 

P: We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 
promise is revealed among the people.   
C: Amen. 
PEACE  
  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C: And also with you. 
  

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 

OFFERING   Hallowed Be Thy Name 
Youth Choir 

Traditional, from 
West India  

 
The assembly stands.   
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OFFERTORY As the Grains of Wheat               ELW 465 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

P: Let us pray. God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance 
to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, 
and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always.   
C: Amen. 
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MEAL 
 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE  
 

Pastor begins, “It is our duty and delight…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, 
“…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.  
The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.   
C: Amen.  
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The assembly is seated. 
LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine.  
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and 
kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving 

communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:   

The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.      
   

COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

The assembly stands. 
 
 

 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 
Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive  

page 17 
page 18 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.   
C: Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of 
food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news 
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen.  
 
SENDING HYMN O Day of Peace  page 19 
  

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Live in hope. 
C: Thanks be to God!  
 
POSTLUDE Praeludium und Fughetta in G    J. K. F. Fischer  

 

 
 
 

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, 
podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723531. All rights reserved. 

CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 20449989 Size B. All rights reserved.  Liturgy 

adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from “Sundays and Seasons”  
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 All Creatures, Worship God Most High!, ELW 835 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 3 
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 Oh, Praise the Gracious Power, ELW 651 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 9 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us, ELW 707 
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Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive, ELW 605 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

return to page 14 
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O Day of Peace, ELW 717 
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Introduction to the day: 
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit 
guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured 
and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is 
the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ. 

 
The Eternal Candle for the month of February is sponsored by Birgit Ralston,  

In loving memory of Manfred Hotz, beloved husband of my cousin, Marina… 
 

Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 
 
Pastor: Stephen Bohannon                                 sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 

Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                            klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    

Organist: Melvin Goodwyn                                                organist@stmatthewsva.org    

Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                        stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Congregation Council President: Dave Strand     councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org 
Lector: Ron Trostel 
Tech Volunteers: Mike Mazzucchi, Chris Moessner, Joyce Forbes 
Ushers: Dave Carr, Mike Fink, Mark Victorson 
 

 
For more announcements and upcoming events,  

please visit www.stmatthewsva.org   
 

• February 25 – The Fellowship Small Group Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, 
February 25, at 7:00PM to continue their discussion of Acts. 

• March 2 – Join us for our Fastnacht Celebration and pancake & sausage dinner—
we’ll provide the food, entertainment, and music. Sign up on the St. Matthew’s 
SignUp Genius to let us know you’ll attend. 

• March 8 – Our Ash Wednesday worship service will be held at 7:00PM. 

• March 9 – On March 9 at 2:30PM, the St. Matthew’s Book Group will meet here 
to discuss The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store by James McBride. 


