
EVENING PRAYER 
Vespers 

 
 

OPENING 
 

The assembly stands.  A large, lighted candle may be carried to its place.  A dialogue accompanies 
the procession.  The assembly responds to the leader. 
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WEEK ONE DIALOGUE 
 

P:  Listen, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, 
C:  come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without     
      price. 
P:  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,  
C:  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
P:  Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
C:  Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 
P:  I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
C:  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 

P:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your 
dear Son, that you have graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all 
our sins, where we have done wrong, and graciously to protect us tonight. Into your 
hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your 
holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.   
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 

 



PSALMODY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The assembly sits. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING                                                                                    Genesis 1:1-10 
 

L:  A reading from Genesis. 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 
And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters." So God made the dome and separated the waters that 
were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was 
so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
second day. And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, 
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good. 
 

L:  The word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                          Psalm 1 
                                            
 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
      or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
 but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
      and on his law they meditate day and night. 
 They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, 
      and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 
 The wicked are not so, 
      but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
      nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
 for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
      but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                       ELW Setting X  
                                                    
 

 
           C: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                      Matthew 10:37-42 
 

P:  The Gospel according to St. Matthew.   
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

    Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take 
up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. Whoever welcomes you 
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever 
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and 
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive 
the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones in the name of a disciple — truly I tell you, none of these will lose 
their reward." 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.    
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly sits. 

 

MEDITATION                                                                                                    Pastor Stephen 
 

The assembly stands 

 



HYMN                                           Come to the Water of Life                              ACS 955 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The assembly sits or kneels. 
 

PRAYERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us | pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 
     and for the unity of all, let us | pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
     let us | pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, 
     and for peaceful times, let us | pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; 
     for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection 
     in this and every place, let us | pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
 

C: 

P: 



P:  For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, 
     and for those who are in captivity, let us | pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, 
      let us | pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For all servants of the church, for this assembly, 
     and for all people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 
     let us | pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
A time of silence follows. 
P:  Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the    
      communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our   
      whole life to you, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
P:  We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that  
      you have graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins,  
      where we have done wrong, and graciously to protect us tonight. Into your  
      hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let  
      your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. 
C:  Amen. 
 
The assembly remains seated as the offering is collected and the Hymn is sung. 

 
 

C: P: 



OFFERING HYMN            Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring                   ELW 691 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The assembly stands 
 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                                             ELW 884 

 
 
 
               C: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P:  Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things, through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use 
us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
C:  Amen. 



THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                            

 
 
                  C: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

 

 
                   P: 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                   C: 
 

DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace.  Pray always.  Love your neighbor.  And remember the poor.   
C:  Thanks be to God! 


