
 

     

 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Today Is April 20, 2025 

+  +  + 
The Resurrection of our Lord 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY ~ 
“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we 
gather together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free 
from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and 
with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen 
indeed! Alleluia! 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE An Easter Fanfare  Carla J. Gioma 
 

WELCOME 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.   
C:  Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.   
C:  Amen. 
 

P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your   
  compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 
and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your 
Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN Lift High the Cross page 16 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C:  And also with you. 
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P: 

P: 

P: 

P: 

P: 

C: 

C: 

C: 

C: 

C: 

KYRIE – Pastor leads and the assembly responds.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE – sung in unison  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray:  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of 
death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of 
the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD  

 

FIRST READING Acts 10:34-43 
 

L: A reading from Acts. 
 

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.  You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We 
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 
the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 118 
 

 
L: We sing the psalm in unison. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for the | Lord is good;  
God’s mercy en-|dures forever. 

Let Israel | now declare,  
“God’s mercy en-| dures forever.” 

The LORD is my strength | and my song,  
and has become | my salvation. 

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 
“The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 

The right hand of the LORD|is exalted!  
The right hand of the|  LORD acts valiantly!” 

I shall not | die, but live,  
and declare the works | of the LORD. 

The LORD indeed pun-| ished me sorely,  
but did not hand me o-| ver to death. 

Open for me the|gates of righteousness;  
I will enter them and give thanks| to the LORD. 

“This is the gate | of the LORD;  
here the righ-| teous may enter.” 

I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me  
and you have become|  my salvation.  

The stone that the build-|ers rejected  
has become the chief | cornerstone. 

By the LORD has | this been done;  
it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

This is the day that the | LORD has made;  
let us rejoice and be| glad in it. 
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SECOND READING                                                                                                       1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 

L: A reading from First Corinthians. 
 

 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
  But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead 
has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made 
alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom 
to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and 
power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last 
enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:1-12 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking 
the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about 
this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were  



9 
 

terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do 
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember 
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed 
over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they 
remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven 
and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 
and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran 
to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he 
went home, amazed at what had happened. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON Pastor Stephen Bohannon 
 

The assembly stands.  
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Christ Is Risen Today page 17 
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NICENE CREED 
 

C:     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  maker of heaven and 
            earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 

   For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For  
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand  
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds  
  from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is  

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We  
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge  
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of  
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The pastor invites the assembly into prayer. 
 

P: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the  
world, and all who are in need. 

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 

L:  God of grace,   C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 

P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are 
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C: Amen. 
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PEACE  
  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
  

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 

OFFERING  Christ is Risen! He is Living! 
Choir 

Helgen 

The assembly stands.  
  

OFFERTORY   
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray.  Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and 
enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
C: Amen. 
 

MEAL  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                     P:                C: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

                         P:                   C: 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 
 
 

                         P: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                     
                        C: 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE  
 

Pastor begins, “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, “…we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:” 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. The body of Christ given 
for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you.  C: Amen.  
The assembly is seated. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine.  
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and 
kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving 

communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:   

The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.      

  
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

 
 
 

 Christ Is Risen!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! 
Thine Is the Glory 

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

page 18 
page 19 
page 20 
page 21 
page 22 
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The assembly stands. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.    
C: Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send 
us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a 
wounded and weary world. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be  
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.  
 

SENDING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign page 23 
  

DISMISSAL 
P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   
C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace, and tell the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE Thine is the Glory G. F. Handel/ 

arr. Stephen Walters 
 
 
 
 

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 

#A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 20449989 Size B. All rights 
reserved.  Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from “Sundays and Seasons” 
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Lift High the Cross, ELW 660 
 
 
            All 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            All 
  Low Voices 
 High Voices 
            All 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 3 
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Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, ELW 365 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Return to page 10 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!, ELW 382 
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Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus, ELW 392  
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!, ELW 369 
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Thine is the Glory, ELW 376   
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At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing, ELW362 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

return to page 15 
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Jesus Shall Reign, ELW 434 
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 Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 
 
Senior Pastor: Pastor Stephen Bohannon                sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 
Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                                         klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    
Organist: Melvin Goodwyn                                                             organist@stmatthewsva.org    
Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                                  stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Congregation Council President: Dave Strand   councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org 
Lector:  Cindy Schmitt (9:00)   

Caroline Leean (11:00) 
Tech Volunteers: Mike Mazzucchi, Chris Moessner, Steve Payne 
Ushers:  Dave Carr, Angela Allen, Mark Victorson, Carl Lay 

 
 

The Eternal Candle for the month of April is sponsored by Susan Vanderzyl,   
In memory of Maxwell Vanderzyl…  

 
Brass Quartet: 
David Burrell, Trumpet    Joe Rupert, Trumpet 
Ava Conway, French Horn   Andy Skaggs, Trombone 
 
Church Council Members:    
Dave Strand – President          
Angela Allen – Secretary, Evangelism Chair  Sabrina Chandler –Fellowship Chair  
Hal Deadman –Property Chair     
Andrew Dykstra – Finance & Stewardship Chair   
Bill Quinn – Social Ministry Chair    
Denise Riley – Worship & Music Chair  
Cindy Schmitt – Vice President, Day School Chair   
Amy Stone – Christian Education Chair 
Pat Hartline – Financial Secretary    
Darryl Lundgren – Treasurer   
 

 
 
 

 

Give online to St. Matthew’s—your offerings support the mission of the church  
and allow us to respond to the needs of our congregation and community  

locally, nationally, and internationally. 


