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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

The Resurrection of our Lord 
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WELCOME 

The assembly stands. The procession gathers around the lit candles of Good Friday. 
 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, at the end of this most holy night during which our 
Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout 
the world in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and 
the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ's death and 
resurrection, share Christ's triumph over sin and death, and await Christ's coming 
again in glory. 
 
P: Let us pray.  Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the 
world.  Bless this new fire and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the 
brightness of Christ's rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the 
Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord.  C:  Amen. 
 
The minister blesses the paschal candle. 
 
P: Jesus Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending, Alpha and 
Omega.  All time and all the ages belongs to him; to him be glory and dominion now 
and forever.   C:  Amen. 
 
The paschal candle is lighted with a flame from the fire. 
 
P: May the light of Christ who rises this night in glory scatter the darkness of our 
hearts and minds.   Let us pray. Almighty God, pour out your abundant blessing on 
this lighted candle, so that all who share in your holy mysteries may be filled with 
your grace and spiritual blessings. Once we were in darkness, but since we have 
become the Lord's people, we are in the light. Help us to live as people who belong 
to the light, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   C:  Amen. 
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PROCESSION 
  

The Pastor lifts the paschal candle and says: 
 

P: The light of Christ.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The procession moves through the congregation towards the chancel. 
 

P: The light of Christ.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The procession pauses at the baptismal font to proclaim for the third time, “the light of Christ,” 
referencing the Son’s glory within the persons of the Trinity.  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 
from eternity, he is “God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God.”     
 

P: The light of Christ.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The paschal candle is placed in its stand, and the hymn proclamation is sung. 
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GATHERING HYMN The Day of Resurrection! ELW 361 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray.  Eternal giver of  life and light, this holy daybreak shines with the 
radiance of  the risen Christ.  Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, 
that we may worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.   C:  Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                    Acts 10:34-43 
 

L: A reading from Acts. 
 

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We 
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 
the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

L: The word of  the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                         Psalm 118 
                                         
 

 

L:  We sing the psalm in unison. 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 
     God's mercy en- | dures forever. 
Let Israel | now declare, 
     "God's mercy en- | dures forever." 
The LORD is my strength | and my song, 
     and has become | my salvation. 
I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 
     and you have become | my salvation.    
The stone that the build- | ers rejected 
     has become the chief | cornerstone. 
By the LORD has | this been done; 
     it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
This is the day that the | LORD has made; 
     let us rejoice and be | glad in it.   
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING                                                     1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 

L: A reading from First Corinthians.  
 

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
   But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 
died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has 
also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in 
Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and 
every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
L: The word of  the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands. 
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After the Affirmation of Baptism you are invited to come to the font, dip your hand in the water 
and make the sign of the cross with water on your forehead remembering your baptism. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 

P: Let us pray.  Merciful God, we thank you for your Church, through which you 
have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism.  You have called us to 
yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the 
community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and 
unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name 
of Christ.   
C: Amen. 
 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the  
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your Word you 
claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for 
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives 
with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever.   
C: Amen. 
 
P:  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the church.  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?   
C: I renounce them. 
 
P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?    
C: I renounce them. 
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P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?   
C: I renounce them. 
P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
 to live among God's faithful people, 
 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, 
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

P: Do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

P: Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your 
people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of 
joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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As the hymn is sung, you are invited to come to the font, dip your hand in the water and make  
the sign of the cross with water on your forehead remembering your baptism.  

Please remain standing, as you are able, for the hymn and the reading of the Easter Gospel.  
 

HYMN We Know That Christ Is Raised ELW 449 
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THE EASTER GOSPEL                                                                              John 20:1-18 
 

P: The holy gospel according to St. John.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, 
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. 
     But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb;  and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be 
the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do 
not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 

and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen 
the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
P: The gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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EASTER SUNRISE HOMILY                                                                Pastor Stephen Bohannon 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

PEACE 
  

 P: The peace of  Christ be with you always.  C: And also with you. 
  

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of  Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
  

OFFERING Rise Up with Him 
Aaron Bohannon, Soloist 

Janet Vogt 

 

The assembly stands.  
  

OFFERTORY Glory Be To Christ Forever Hymn to Joy 
 

Glory be to Christ forever,  
Lamb of God and lord of Love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior,  

you have come from heav’n above; 
On the cross you died to save us;  

now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us;  

in your promise firm we stand. 
  

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along 
with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and 
enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
C: Amen. 
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MEAL 
  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

    
 
 
 

                P:                                               C: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                P:                                              C: 

 
 
 
                 P: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 C: 

 
PROPER PREFACE  
 

Pastor begins, “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, “…we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:” 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  
   Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine. 
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come 

forward and kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine.  
Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. 

Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed.  
Whether you are receiving communion at in-person worship  

or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:  
The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.     
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COMMUNION HYMNS         
 Christ Is Risen!  Alleluia! ELW 382 
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 Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus ELW 392 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 

 

The assembly stands. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.    
C: Amen. 
 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray.  Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be  
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.  
 

 
SENDING HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 

next page  
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace, and tell the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE I Know That My Redeemer Lives Wilbur Held 
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SENDING HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 
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On this day, the Lord has acted! On the first day of the week God began creation, 
transforming darkness into light. On this, the "eighth day" of the week,  

Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.  
We celebrate this new creation in the waters of baptism and in the feast of victory.  

With great joy we celebrate this day of days,  
even as we begin the great fifty days of Easter.  

Filled with hope, we go forth to share the news that Christ is risen! 
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Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 
 
Senior Pastor: Pastor Stephen Bohannon              sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 
Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                                      klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    
Organist: Melvin Goodwyn                                                          organist@stmatthewsva.org    
Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                               stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Congregation Council President: Dave Strand   councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org 
Lector: Sabrina Chandler 
Ushers: Angela Allen, Steve Payne, Mark Victorson 
  

Church Council Members:    
Dave Strand – President          
Angela Allen – Secretary, Evangelism Chair 
Sabrina Chandler –Fellowship Chair  
Hal Deadman –Property Chair      
Andrew Dykstra – Finance & Stewardship Chair   
Bill Quinn – Social Ministry Chair 
Denise Riley – Worship & Music Chair    
Cindy Schmitt – Vice President, Day School Chair  
Amy Stone – Christian Education Chair  
Pat Hartline – Financial Secretary    
Darryl Lundgren – Treasurer   
 

 
 The Eternal Candle for the month of April is sponsored by Susan Vanderzyl,   

In memory of Maxwell Vanderzyl…  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Give online to St. Matthew’s—your offerings support the mission of the church  
and allow us to respond to the needs of our congregation and community  

locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

  
Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 
#A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 20449989 Size B. All rights 

reserved.  Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from “Sundays and Seasons”  


