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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Today Is April 13, 2025 

+  +  + 
Palm Sunday 
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12351 All Saints Place 
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GATHERING 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE Hosanna, Loud Hosanna       J. Wayne Kerr                arr. Howard Helvey       
The assembly stands. 
 

 
BLESSING OF THE BRANCHES  
  

P: The Lord be with you.     

C: And also with you.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
  

P:  We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  On this day he entered the 
holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings 
by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in his path.  We ask that 
you bless these branches and those who bear them and grant that we may ever hail 
him as our Lord and King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.    
C: Amen.  
  

P: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
C: Hosanna to the Son of David.  Hosanna in the Highest!  
  
GATHERING HYMN Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!  page 13 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.     
C:  And also with you. 
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C: P: 

KYRIE –   
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY                 
P: Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart 
through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful 
procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives 
praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. C: Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD  
 

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 32:36-39 
 

 

L: A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 

Indeed the LORD will vindicate his people, 
have compassion on his servants, 
when he sees that their power is gone, 
neither bond nor free remaining. 
Then he will say: Where are their gods, 
the rock in which they took refuge, 
who ate the fat of their sacrifices, 
and drank the wine of their libations? 
Let them rise up and help you, 
let them be your protection! 
See now that I, even I, am he; 
there is no god besides me. 
I kill and I make alive; 
I wound and I heal; 
and no one can deliver from my hand. 
L: The word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 31: 9-16 
 

 

L: We pray the psalm responsively. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my 
acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a broken pot.  
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 
  I have said, “You are my God. 
My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.” Amen. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                       Philippians 2:5-11 
 

 

L: A reading from Philippians. 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 

  but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
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 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father.  
L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.    
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 19:28-40 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John.    
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had 
come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent 
two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you 
will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If 
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anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” So those 
who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the  
colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord 
needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, 
they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 
As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole 
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the 
deeds of power that they had seen, saying, 
 “Blessed is the king 
  who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Peace in heaven, 
  and glory in the highest heaven!” 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.   
The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                        
  

  SERMON         Pastor Stephen Bohannon    
 
The assembly stands.  

HYMN OF THE DAY My Song is Love Unknown  page 14 
 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
  

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.   
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The pastor invites the assembly into prayer. 
 

P: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all 
those in need.  

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 
L:  God, in your mercy;  C:  receive our prayer. 

 

P: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in 
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE  
  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C: And also with you. 
  

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING  Spread Branches 
Choir 

Johnson  

The assembly stands.   

OFFERTORY Create in Me a Clean Heart               ELW 186 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

P:  C:  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, 
opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 
deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  
C: Amen. 
MEAL  
 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING     

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PROPER PREFACE      
 

Pastor begins, “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface 
for the day, “…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:” 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done,   
on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 
The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.   
C: Amen.  
 
The assembly is seated. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine. 
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and 
kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving 

communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:   

The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.      
   
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

The assembly stands. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.   
C: Amen. 
 

 For the Bread Which You Have Broken 
You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd 

page 15 
page 16 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating 
love might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.   
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen.  
 
SENDING HYMN Jesus, I Will Ponder Now   page 17 
  

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 
C: Thanks be to God!  
 
POSTLUDE See the Lord of Life and Light J.S. Bach 

 

 
 

The Eternal Candle for the month of April is sponsored by Susan Vanderzyl,  
In memory of Maxwell Vanderzyl… 

 
 

The altar flowers are given by William Tracey & Katherine Nelson-Tracey, 
In honor of our eleven grandchildren…  
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  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!, ELW 346 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Return to page 2 
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My Song Is Love Unknown, ELW 343  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Return to page 7 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

 For the Bread Which You Have Broken, ELW 494 
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  You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd, ACS 954 
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 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now, ELW 345 
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Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 
 
Pastor: Stephen Bohannon                                 sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 

Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                            klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    

Organist: Melvin Goodwyn                                                organist@stmatthewsva.org    

Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                        stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Congregation Council President: Dave Strand     councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org 
Lector: Ron Trostel 
Tech Volunteers: Dave Strand, Finn Riley, Tom Meier 
Ushers: Dave Carr, Mark Victorson, Carl Lay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, 
podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723531. All rights reserved. 

CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 20449989 Size B. All rights reserved.  Liturgy 

adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from “Sundays and Seasons”  
 



19 

For more announcements and upcoming events, 
please visit www.stmatthewsva.org   

 

• Saturday, April 19th, 3:00PM - 6AM Easter Morning we will "Keep the Word 
Alive" at the foot of the cross, by reading from the scriptures the Easter Vigil, 
Psalms, prayers and the Gospel of Mark. Sign up on the St. Matthew’s SignUp 
Genius to read for one-half hour periods or to sit and listen and watch. 

 

• We’re providing lunch to the clients of the Ferlazzo Emergency Shelter for the 
Homeless on April 25. Sign up to contribute on the St. Matthew’s SignUp Genius. 
.  

Holy Week and Easter Services: 

• April 17 –  Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00PM 

• April 18 –  Good Friday Service at 7:00PM 

• April 20 –  Sunrise Easter Service at 6:30AM 
                            Easter Worship Service at 9:00AM and 11:00AM 
           Easter Egg Hunt 10:30AM-11:00AM 
 
Following the Sunrise Service, at approximately 7:30AM, there will be an Easter 
Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. A lighter reception will be available in the 
Fellowship Hall between services. Please sign up on the St. Matthew’s SignUp Genius 
if you'd like to contribute a dish to share or help with setup and cleanup. See Sabrina 
Chandler for more information.   
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Introduction to the day: 
Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the journey marked by 
Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him. Though persecuted 
and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for those who put him 
to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us invited through baptism to 
“let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying Jesus 
to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting in God’s redeeming love. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
       
        
 

Give online to St. Matthew’s—your offerings support the mission of the church  
and allow us to respond to the needs of our congregation and community  

locally, nationally, and internationally. 


